
Valliere, Georgette

From: Gisele Huff [GHuff@baf.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 10,2011 6:32 PM
To: Bowen, Stephen; fonda@excelined.org

Steve and Fonda,

The purpose of this email is to introduce you to each other. Fonda, Steve was just appointed Commissioner of Education
in Maine and is interested in the Chiefs for Change. Steve, Fonda works with Jeb Bush and coordinates the activities of
that group.

Gisele



Valliere, Georgette

From: angie@excelined.org [aprice@meridianstrategiesllc.com]
Sent: Monday, March 21,2011 4:00 PM
To: Bowen, Stephen
Cc: angie@excelined.org
Subject: Chiefs for Change

Dear Steve,

I hope you are doing well and enjoying your new post as Education Commissioner!

Will you be attending the CCSSO legislative conference in Washington, DC next week? If so, please let me know if you
will be in DCon Sunday, March 27 and Monday, March 28.

Louisiana Superintendent Paul Pastorek, Chairman of Chiefs for Change, has asked me to schedule a meeting with you
and a few of the other newly appointed chiefs.

Thanks very much.
Angie

Angie Recker
National Policy Advisor
Foundation for Excellence in Education

910 17th Street NW, Suite 1120
Washington, DC20006
Email: angie@excelined.ora
Mobile: 571-314-4192

Website: www.excelined.org



Valliere, Georgette

From: fonda@excelined.org
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2011 5:27 PM
To: Bowen, Stephen
Subject: RE: Fonda - Jeb Bush's Foundation

Steve, this Thursday at 4 is great. I will give you a call at the number below. Thanks! - Fonda, 727-821-2056

From: Bowen, Stephen [Stephen.Bowen@maine.gov]
Sent: Saturday, March 19, 20111:30 PM
To: fonda@excelined.org

Subject: RE: Fonda - Jeb Bush's Foundation

Hi Fonda,

The end of the week looks better for me. Maybe Thursday at 4pm?

Steve

Stephen L Bowen, M.Ed.
Commissioner

Maine Department of Education
23 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04333
(207) 624-6620
Stephen.Bowen(5)maine.gov

From: fonda@excelined.orq rmailto:fonda@excelined.orq]
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 201111:30 AM
To: Bowen, Stephen
Subject: Fonda - Jeb Bush's Foundation

Mr. Bowen, great to meet you by email. I would like to talk with you at your convenience about a states' DOE chiefs field
trip we are organizing, to see the Carpe Diem hybrid school in Arizona. Please let me knowa good time/number to
contact you.

Fonda Anderson

Chief Development Officer
Foundation for Excellence in Education

727-821-2056



Valliere, Georgette

From: angie@excelined.org [aprice@meridianstrategiesllc.com]
Sent: Sunday, March27, 2011 5:07 PM
To: Bowen, Stephen
Cc: Paul Pastorek; angie@excelined.org
Subject: FW: Monday meeting with Pastorekand Bennett

Dear Steve,

Justwanted to confirm that you can meetup with Paul Pastorek andTony Bennett tomorrow at 11:00am to talkabout
Chiefs for Change.

Thanks.

Angie Recker
Foundation for Excellence in Education

From: angie@excelined.oro

Sent: Friday, March 25, 201111:09 AM
To: kevin.huffman@teachforamerica.orQ: stephen.bowen@maine.qov; tb@doe.in.aov: Paul Pastorek
Cc: Vicky Thomas; amiHer@doe.in.qov: anqie@excelined.org
Subject: Monday meeting with Pastorek and Bennett

Dear Kevin and Steve,

Thanks for taking timeto meetwith Paul Pastorek and Tony Bennett next Monday at the CCSSO meetings to talkabout
Chiefs for Change.

Conveniently, there is a Starbucks inthe lobby of the Marriott Metro Center. Please meet there at 11:00am on Monday,
March 28th.

Thanks.

Angie



Valliere, Georgette

From: angie@excelined.org [aprice@meridianstrategiesllc.com]
Sent: Sunday, March 27, 2011 5:13 PM
To: Bowen, Stephen
Subject: RE: Monday meeting with Pastorek and Bennett

Great - thanks!

From: Bowen, Stephen [Stephen.Bowen@maine.gov]
Sent: Sunday, March 27, 2011 5:09 PM
To: anqie@excelined.org

Subject: Re: Monday meeting with Pastorek and Bennett

I will be there.

Steve

From: anoie@excelined.org [mailto:aprice@meridianstrategiesllc.com1
Sent: Sunday, March 27, 2011 05:07 PM
To: Bowen, Stephen
Cc: Paul Pastorek <Paul.Pastorek@LA.GOV>; angie@excelined.org <aprice@meridianstrategiesllc.com>
Subject: FW: Monday meeting with Pastorek and Bennett

Dear Steve,

Just wanted to confirm that you can meet up with Paul Pastorekand Tony Bennett tomorrowat 11:00am to talk about
Chiefs for Change.

Thanks.

Angie Recker
Foundation for Excellence in Education

From: angie@excelined.org

Sent: Friday, March 25, 201111:09 AM
To: kevin.huffman@teachforamerica.org: stephen.bowen@maine.gov; tb@doe.in.gov: Paul Pastorek
Cc: Vicky Thomas; amiller@doe.in.gov; anoie@excelined.org
Subject: Monday meeting with Pastorek and Bennett

Dear Kevin and Steve,

Thanks fortaking timeto meet with Paul Pastorek and Tony Bennett next Monday at the CCSSO meetings to talk about
Chiefs for Change.

Conveniently, there is a Starbucks in the lobby of the Marriott Metro Center. Pleasemeet there at 11:00amon Monday,
March 28th.

Thanks.

Angie



Valliere, Georgette

From: angie@excelined.org [aprice@meridianstrategiesllc.com]
Sent: Monday, March 28,2011 2:57 PM
To: kevin.huffman@teachforamerica.org; Bowen, Stephen
Cc: pastorekpg@gmail.com; Tony Bennett; Eric Smith
Subject: Chiefs for Change: ESEA Guiding Principles and recent op-ed
Attachments: C4C ESEA Guiding Principles FINAL.pdf

Dear Kevin and Steve,

Thanks for taking time to meet with us today. Attached is a copy of the Chiefs for Change "Guiding Principles for ESEA
Reauthorization", which has not yet been released publicly.

The Chiefs for Change recent op-ed on reauthorization is posted below.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks very much.
Angie Recker

TheHill.com

Reform should create a student-centered education
By Paul Pastorek, Eric Smith,Tony Bennett, Deborah Gist and Gerard Robinson
03/16/1110:22 AM ET

Nearly three decadesago, the National Commission on Excellence in Education issued "A Nation at Risk/' a compelling
report that sounded the alarm on the state of public education in America. Since then, we have spent billions of taxpayer
dollars to improve our public schools. Yet American students have fallen behind their international peers in math and
science, and our achievement gaps remain.

We mustdo better. Our economic prosperity, national security, and quality of life for all Americans depend upon the
ability ofourstudents to compete successfully in the global economy, which places high value on knowledge and
innovation in math, science, technology and engineering. As President Obama has said,"America's prosperity hasalways
rested on how well we educate our children - but never more so than today."

Education reform isa national priority and an economic necessity. Under our federalist system, each level of government
plays a role in providing a quality education. In return for federal dollars, the President and U.S. Congress should set
ambitious goals for students and schools. Governors, state education chiefs andstate legislatures should hold schools
accountable for achieving those high expectations. Mayors, school boards andsuperintendents should manage their fiscal
and human capital resources effectively to ensure studentsachieve these high expectations.

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) was landmark legislation that, for the first time in our history, organized the country around
being accountable for the education ofevery child. Reauthorization provides an opportunity to improve this important
law, renew ourcommitment to America's children and transform education forthe 21stcentury without rolling back our
expectations for students and the adults who educate them.

As education leaders in five states, we share a common approach to improving the federal law.
First, academic standards - whatstudents are expected to learn in each grade- should be rigorous and relevant to
postsecondary college, career and life opportunities. Since NCLB was enacted a decade ago, states have made significant
progress in raising academic standards. Theoverwhelming majority ofstates have adopted the Common Core State
Standards in language arts and math that are designed to be rigorous, challenging and instrumental in putting our
students ona level playing field with the world. Many states now require more rigorous mathand science courses to earn
a high school diploma.

Implementing more rigorous academic standards addresses a legitimate criticism of NCLB, namely that states with low
l



standards could earn passing grades from the U.S. Department ofEducation while states with more rigorous standards
weremore likely to fail. High standards must be the norm for all students in every state.

Second, accountability isan important engine of reform. Every state must have a robust and fair accountability system
that identifies needs, measures progress, challenges mediocrity, rewards achievement, provides support, reverses failure
and reflects the range of quality in schools. The federal framework for accountability must encourage states to have all of
these elements, and maintain annual testing of student achievement, because sustained progress is central to holding
schools accountable for learning.

The federal accountability framework must ensure that stateshold all studentsand all schools to high expectations.
Lowering academic standards or expectations based on ethnicity or family income is simply wrong. We must continue to
challenge and defeat the soft bigotry of low expectations. Additionally, we believe states should evaluate schools with
meaningful and clear categories of academic performance and progress, suchas grading schools A, B, C, Dor F, as is
done in Florida, Indiana and Louisiana. A school that is ranked in the bottom 10 percent should not be treated the same
as a school in the top 15 percent - a clear difference exists between the two.

Third, the federal law should incentivize states to move forward with more robust accountability measures by providing
the most reform-minded states with the flexibility to move beyond the federal framework if they have a stronger and
bolder accountability system that expects substantial progress from every school and has the powerto intervene
aggressivelywhen that bar is not met. States demonstrating high achievement, great gains in student learning from year
to year, a high graduation rate and a narrowing of the achievement gaps should also earn the freedom to target federal
funding to build on their success. Likewise, these innovative states should be given flexibility and the autonomy to make
dramatic systemic changes to turn around consistently low-performing schools.

In fact, many states are extending accountability from the school level to the classroom level. More and more states are
evaluating, developing, compensating and retaining teachers and leaders based on student success - not years in service.
Federal law should reward states that take these bold steps toward improving the quality of teaching for all students.

Fourth, federal funding should be tied to student success. When states and school districts fail to turnaround low-
performing schools, the federal government should empower parents to choose another option for their child. When the
money follows the students, states and school districts will have a strong incentive to take bold and immediate steps to
reverse failure.

Finally, the goal of all reforms should be to create a student-centered education. Today, America can offer an
unprecedented array of choices to customize education to ensure each and every child achieves their full potential for
learning. Choices can come in many forms, including charter and magnet schools, inter- and intra-district enrollment, dual
or early college enrollment, vouchers and tax credit scholarships for private schools and virtual schools. In an age where
choices dominate every aspect of our lives, the time has come for greater choices in education.

No Child Left Behind was historic for both its substance and the manner in which it was passed. President George W.
Bush, the late Senator Ted Kennedy and current Speaker John Boehner shepherded the legislation to a bipartisan
majority in both chambers. Reauthorization of No Child Left Behind has the same potential to bridge the partisan divide.
As the 1983 report UA Nation at Risk" warned, "History is not kind to idlers." We believe leaders from both sides of the
aisle will find much common ground when we focus on our students.

Chiefs for Change is a coalition of state school chiefs and leaders that share a zeal for education reform. The chiefs
include Paul Pastorek, Louisiana state superintendent of Education and chair of the coalition, Eric Smith, Florida
commissioner of Education and vice-chair of the coalition, Tony Bennett, Indiana superintendent of Public Instruction,
Deborah Gist, Rhode Island commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education and Gerard Robinson, Virginia
secretary of Education. Together, they provide a strong voice for bold reform on the federal, state and local level.

Source:

htr4)://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/education/149901-reform-should-create-a-student-centered-education



Valliere, Georgette

From: angie@excelined.org [aprice@meridianstrategiesllc.com]
Sent: Monday, March28, 2011 3:04 PM
To: Bowen, Stephen; Janet Barresi; hannaskandera@yahoo.com
Cc: angie@excelined.org
Subject: Chiefs for Change: Contact information needed

Dear Steve and Janet and Hanna,

It was greatseeing you today! Would you please send me the following information at your earliest convenience:

Office mailing address
Office email

Personal email

Office phone
Personal cell phone
Administrative Assistant's name, email and phone
Chief of Staffs name, email and phone
Communications Director's name, email and phone

Thanks very much.
Angie


